OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GERALD C, MANN
ATTORNEY GENERAL

Honorable Glirford B. Jones, Pregident
Texas Technologiecal College
Lubbock, Texasa
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We are of the opinion that ¢the parinkhﬁtinal expression
was not so intended, but was, rather, intended to confer authority
upon ths governing board of the college, in itas dimeretion, to
employ four stuvdenta and pay them out of the fitem rather than
a zingle poultryman, if, in the discretion of the hoard, it
ahould be thought advissble. We regard it is signiffcant that
the Legislaturé used the singular "poultryman® rather than the
plural “poultrymen,® in this ftem. In other iteme followed by -
parenthetical expressions in the educational sppropriatiocn bill,
wheras the intent of the Legislature is clearly to reguire the
breaking down of the item into parts, the plural is uniformly used,
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followed by a numeral in parenthesis to indicate the number of

positions embraced in the plural desiganation, 1. e.: University
of Texas appropriation, Item 16, "Research assistants (4),""

_ft?m 18 wStatistical clerks (3)," Item 42 "Reseurch technologists
2)." , ,

The uss of the singular "poultryman" in this item must
be deemed to be intentional and some meaning attributed to it,
if possible., The only explanation which occurs to us is that
stated above ~ that the word "poultryman" was intended to -
authorize the hiring of a single individual to do the work, and
the parenthetical "four students"™ was Intended as an alternate
authority to break the item down into four parts for the employ-
ment of four astudents, instead of the single individual. Such
conpstruction gives meaning to bDoth the singular "poultryman®™
end the parsenthetical "four atulents,®™ and does not attixthute
controlling effeot to either. It is likewise consistent with
the legislative policy of committing to the managing boarde
of the respective educational inatitutions a discretion to
operate the institutions in such manner as to insure the
maximum of efficiency and esonomy.

Yours very truly
ATTORNZY GENERAL OF TEXAS

By ®, W. FAIRCHILD _(Signead)
Assistant
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ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

APPROVED OPINION COMMITTEE
By B.W.B. ,
Chairman



